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The Service of Godly Leaders
Lesson Text: Ezra 6:13-22
Related Scriptures: Exodus 12:1-28; I Chronicles 23:1-27; 28:11-19; Leviticus 8:6-13
GOLDEN TEXT: “And the elders of the Jews builded, and they prospered
through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo.
And they builded, and finished it, according to the commandment of the God of
Israel” (Ezra 6:14)
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EZRA 6:13 Then Tatnai, governor on this side the river, Shethar-boznai, and their
companions, according to that which Darius the king had sent, so they did speedily.
Truly God is good to Israel, even to such as are of a clean heart.
14 And the elders of the Jews builded, and they prospered through the prophesying of
Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they builded, and finished it,
according to the commandment of the God of Israel, and according to the
commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia.
15 And this house was finished on the third day of the month Adar, which was in the
sixth year of the reign of Darius the king.
16 And the children of Israel, the priests, and the Levites, and the rest of the
children of the captivity, kept the dedication of this house of God with joy.
17 And offered at the dedication of this house of God an hundred bullocks, two
hundred rams, four hundred lambs; and for a sin offering for all Israel, twelve he
goats, according to the number of the tribes of Israel.
18 And they set the priests in their divisions, and the Levites in their courses, for
the service of God, which is at Jerusalem; as it is written in the book of
Moses.

19 And the children of the captivity kept the passover upon the fourteenth day of the
first month.
20 For the priests and the Levites were purified together, all of them were pure,
and killed the passover for all the children of the captivity, and for their
brethren the priests, and for themselves.
21 And the children of Israel, which were come again out of captivity, and all such as
had separated themselves unto them from the filthiness of the heathen of the land,
to seek the LORD God of Israel, did eat,
22 And kept the feast of unleavened bread seven days with joy: for the LORD
had made them joyful, and turned the heart of the king of Assyria unto them,
to strengthen their hands in the work of the house of God, the God of Israel.
12 Behold, these are the ungodly, who prosper in the world; they increase in
riches.
13 Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands in innocency.
16 When I thought to know this, it was too painful for me;
17 Until I went into the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end.
18 Surely thou didst set them in slippery places: thou castedst them down into
destruction.
21 Thus my heart was grieved, and I was pricked in my reins.
22 So foolish was I, and ignorant: I was a beast before thee.
23 Nevertheless I am continually with thee: thou hast holden me by my right hand.
24 Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory.
25 Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside
thee.

