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CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT TIMELINE 

https://junior.scholastic.com/pages/content-hubs/the-civil-rights-
movement.html 

 

The civil rights movement was an organized effort by Black Americans to end 
racial discrimination and gain equal rights under the law. It began in the late 
1940s and ended in the late 1960s. Although tumultuous at times, the 
movement was mostly nonviolent and resulted in laws to protect every 
American’s constitutional rights, regardless of color, race, sex or national 
origin. 

July 26, 1948: President Harry Truman issues Executive Order 9981 to end 
segregation in the Armed Services. 

May 17, 1954: Brown v. Board of Education, a consolidation of five cases into 
one, is decided by the Supreme Court, effectively ending racial segregation in 
public schools. Many schools, however, remained segregated. 

August 28, 1955: Emmett Till, a 14-year-old from Chicago is brutally 
murdered in Mississippi for allegedly flirting with a white woman. His 
murderers are acquitted, and the case bring international attention to the civil 
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rights movement after Jet magazine publishes a photo of Till’s beaten body at 
his open-casket funeral. 

December 1, 1955: Rosa Parks refuses to give up her seat to a white man on a 
Montgomery, Alabama bus. Her defiant stance prompts a year-
long Montgomery bus boycott. 

January 10-11, 1957: Sixty Black pastors and civil rights leaders from several 
southern states—including Martin Luther King, Jr.—meet in Atlanta, Georgia to 
coordinate nonviolent protests against racial discrimination and segregation. 

September 4, 1957: Nine Black students known as the “Little Rock Nine” are 
blocked from integrating into Little Rock Central High School in Little 
Rock, Arkansas. President Dwight D. Eisenhower eventually sends federal 
troops to escort the students, however, they continue to be harassed. 

September 9, 1957: Eisenhower signs the Civil Rights Act of 1957 into law to 
help protect voter rights. The law allows federal prosecution of those who 
suppress another’s right to vote. 

February 1, 1960: Four African American college students in 
Greensboro, North Carolina refuse to leave a Woolworth’s “whites only” lunch 
counter without being served. The Greensboro Four—Ezell Blair Jr., David 
Richmond, Franklin McCain and Joseph McNeil—were inspired by the 
nonviolent protest of Gandhi. The Greensboro Sit-In, as it came to be called, 
sparks similar “sit-ins” throughout the city and in other states. 

November 14, 1960: Six-year-old Ruby Bridges is escorted by four armed 
federal marshals as she becomes the first student to integrate William Frantz 
Elementary School in New Orleans. Her actions inspired Norman Rockwell’s 
painting The Problem We All Live With (1964). 

1961: Throughout 1961, Black and white activists, known as freedom riders, 
took bus trips through the American South to protest segregated bus terminals 
and attempted to use “whites-only” restrooms and lunch counters. 
The Freedom Rides were marked by horrific violence from white protestors, 
they drew international attention to their cause. 

June 11, 1963: Governor George C. Wallace stands in a doorway at the 
University of Alabama to block two Black students from registering. The 
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standoff continues until President John F. Kennedy sends the National Guard 
to the campus. 

August 28, 1963: Approximately 250,000 people take part in The March on 
Washington for Jobs and Freedom. Martin Luther King gives his “I Have A 
Dream” speech as the closing address in front of the Lincoln Memorial, stating, 
“I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true 
meaning of its creed: ‘We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are 
created equal.’” 

September 15, 1963: A bomb at 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, 
Alabama kills four young girls and injures several other people prior to Sunday 
services. The bombing fuels angry protests. 

July 2, 1964: President Lyndon B. Johnson signs the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 into law, preventing employment discrimination due to race, color, sex, 
religion or national origin. Title VII of the Act establishes the U.S. Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) to help prevent workplace 
discrimination. 

February 21, 1965: Black religious leader Malcolm X is assassinated during a 
rally by members of the Nation of Islam. 

March 7, 1965: Bloody Sunday. In the Selma to Montgomery March, around 
600 civil rights marchers walk to Selma, Alabama to Montgomery—the state’s 
capital—in protest of Black voter suppression. Local police block and brutally 
attack them. After successfully fighting in court for their right to march, Martin 
Luther King and other civil rights leaders lead two more marches and finally 
reach Montgomery on March 25. 

August 6, 1965: President Johnson signs the Voting Rights Act of 1965 to 
prevent the use of literacy tests as a voting requirement. It also allowed federal 
examiners to review voter qualifications and federal observers to monitor 
polling places. 

April 4, 1968: Martin Luther King, Jr. is assassinated on the balcony of his 
hotel room in Memphis, Tennessee. James Earl Ray is convicted of the murder 
in 1969. 
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April 11, 1968: President Johnson signs the Civil Rights Act of 1968, also 
known as the Fair Housing Act, providing equal housing opportunity regardless 
of race, religion, or national origin. 

 

BLACK LIVES MATTER: A TIMELINE OF THE MOVEMENT 

https://www.cosmopolitan.com/uk/reports/a32728194/black-lives-
matter-timeline-movement/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1hJIuVvVQKk 
 

It all began with a hashtag in 2013, and now it’s a global network. 

The recent deaths of George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery and Breonna Taylor in 
the USA have sparked a new wave of protests over the past few weeks, 
under the Black Lives Matter (BLM) banner. 

 

Black Lives Matter campaigns against violence and systemic racism 
towards Black people. The international human rights campaign began on 
social media in 2013 with the #BlackLivesMatter hashtag, and has since 
gone on to lead calls for Black people to be treated fairly by authorities in 
the USA and around the world. 

According to Black Lives Matter, the movement is "an ideological and 
political intervention in a world where Black lives are systematically and 
intentionally targeted for demise. It is an affirmation of Black folks’ 
humanity, our contributions to this society, and our resilience in the face of 
deadly oppression." In 2018, five years after Black Lives Matter began, co-
founder Alicia Garza said in an interview that BLM's "goal is to build the 
kind of society where black people can live with dignity and respect." 

Read our timeline of key Black Lives Matter moments in the US to learn 
about how the movement has grown from a social media post to a global 
network. 

2013 
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The Black Lives Matter movement began in 2013, following the death of 
Trayvon Martin, an African American teenager who was shot while walking 
to a family friend's house, and the subsequent acquittal of George 
Zimmerman, the man who shot him. 

The campaign was co-founded by three Black women: Alicia Garza, Patrisse 
Cullors, and Opal Tometi, as a response to the police killings of Black 
people. The phrase "black lives matter" was first used in a Facebook post by 
Garza after Zimmerman was found not guilty and was the inspiration for 
the campaign. Cullors recognised the power of Garza's words and created 
the hashtag #BlackLivesMatter, and the campaign was born. 

2014 

The movement quickly gathered pace, with interest and momentum spiking 
every time a Black person was killed as a result of an altercation with police. 

In 2014, Black Lives Matter protested against the deaths of numerous Black 
and African American people. In July that year, Eric Garner died in New 
York City after a policeman put him in a chokehold while arresting him. 
Then, in August, unarmed teenager Michael Brown was killed by a gunshot 
from a police officer, Darren Wilson (it was later decided that there was not 
enough evidence to charge Wilson). Both peaceful protests and riots 
followed, much of which was done under the banner and hashtag of Black 
Lives Matter. 

In response, co-founder Patrisse Cullors organised the Black Life Matters 
Ride, which drew a gathering of 600 people and sparked the founding of 
more localised Black Lives Matter groups and the dissemination of the 
campaign into a network. 

2015 

The following year saw another spate of Black people killed by police 
officers in the USA, including Walter Scott, Freddie Gray, and Meagan 
Hockaday. Black Lives Matter protested against these and many more. 
They also organised protests to highlight the injustices faced by Black 
women and Black transgender women. By the end of 2015, 21 transgender 
people had been killed that year in the USA, a record number at the time, 
and 13 of the victims were Black. 
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Protests in Baltimore in April 2015 following the death of Freddie Gray

 

2016 

2016 saw Black Lives Matter organise many more protests against police 
brutality towards Black people. Those whose deaths occurred due to police 
actions included Deborah Danner and Alton Sterling. Early July saw over 
100 protests take place across America following Sterling's death on July 
5th, and Philandro Castile's shooting the next day. 

This year also saw major American sports stars lend their voices to the 
cause of Black Lives Matter. In July 2016, basketball players including 
LeBron James and Carmelo Anthony opened an awards ceremony by  
speaking about recent deaths of Black people, saying: "Enough is enough." 
Then, from August, many sports stars began taking part in protests during 
national anthems at sports games, beginning with Colin Kaepernick, who 
knelt during the anthem ahead of an NFL game. 
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2017 

Black History Month is celebrated in February in the USA (it's marked in 
October in the UK). In 2017, Black Lives Matter put on their first art 
exhibition timed to coincide with Black History Month in the US state of 
Virginia. It featured the work of over 30 Black artists and creators. 

Black Lives Matter protest not only the killings of Black people, but also 
some acquittals and 'not guilty' verdicts in those cases which make it to 
trial. In June, they held a protest after the officer accused of killing 
Philandro Castile the year before was found not guilty. 

In August, Black Lives Matter campaigners were among counter-protestors 
at a white supremacist 'Unite The Right' rally in Charlottesville, Virginia. 

 

 

2018 

In an interview with ABC News marking five years of Black Lives Matter, 
Cullors explained the impact the organization had had on other causes. She 
said: “[BLM] has popularized civil disobedience and the need to put our 
bodies on the line... With things like the Women’s March, and Me Too, and 
March for our Lives, all of these movements, their foundations are in Black 
Lives Matter.” 

By May 1st, 2018, a study found that the hashtag #BlackLivesMatter had 
been used nearly 30 million times on Twitter since the first instance in 
2013. 

As they marked five years of action, Black Lives Matter continued to 
highlight the deaths of Black people who had lost their lives at the hands of 
US police that year, including Grechario Mack and Kenneth Ross Jr. 

2019 
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In February 2019, the rapper 21 Savage was arrested and detained by the 
US's immigration agency, ICE. As a result, Cullors convened a group of 60 
high profile stars from the music and entertainment worlds to advocate for 
his release. 

Then, in May, Oklahoma teenager Isaiah Lewis was shot by police and 
killed. Days later, Black Lives Matter held a 100-strong rally in protest. 

 

 

 

2020 

Major protests were sparked at the end of May following the death of 
George Floyd in Minneapolis. A video showing a police officer kneeling on 
Floyd's neck went viral following his death. Police officer, Derek Chauvin, 
has since been charged with second-degree murder - raised from an initial 
charge of third-degree murder and second-degree manslaughter (the case is 
yet to go to trial). Three other officers who were there have all been charged 
with aiding and abetting second-degree murder and aiding and abetting 
second-degree manslaughter. Their cases are also yet to go to trial. 

Black Lives Matter went on to organise protests around the world. 
In London, two Black activists Aima, 18, and Tash, 21, organised a rally in 
Trafalgar Square, which was attended by thousands on Sunday, May 31st. 

Many more have followed since. At one London protest, Star Wars actor 
John Boyega joined 15,000 others in Hyde Park, and told crowds: 
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"Today is about innocent people who were halfway through their process, 
we don’t know what George Floyd could have achieved, we don’t know what 
Sandra Bland could have achieved, but today we’re going to make sure that 
won’t be an alien thought to our young ones." 
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