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Introduction

Overview

•By studying the way God acted in 

history, we become attuned to the ways 

God is active among us today.

•We must be sensitive to the way the 

Spirit moves in our midst and in the 

world to join in the mission. 

The book of Acts shows 

that God is active in our 

world! 



Introduction

Overview

•When Adam and Eve rebelled in the garden of Eden, God began 

a rescue mission. 

•God wanted to restore his world and creatures so they would 

fulfill his original intentions for them: 

to enjoy him and praise him forever! 



Introduction

Overview

•God has chosen humans to work 

alongside him in this mission. 

•At the end of the Gospel of Luke, Jesus 

commissions his disciples to be a part of 

this plan: 

▪ “You are witnesses of these things.” —Luke 

24:48

Jesus calling Peter and 
Andrew to follow him



Introduction

Overview

•At the beginning of Acts, Jesus 

commissions his followers to reach the 

whole world as witnesses of him. 

▪“. . . and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the ends of the earth.” —Acts 1:8

Jesus calling Peter and 
Andrew to follow him



Introduction

The story of the church 

becomes the story of the 

fulfillment of God’s mission 

to make all things new. 



MISSION TO THE GENTILES

Chapters 11–28



Mission to the Gentiles

Peter’s Vision

•The Lord gave Peter a vision of 

ritually “unclean” animals coming 

down in a sheet. 

•The point of the illustration: 

▪“Do not call anything impure that God 

has made clean.” —Acts 10:15 



Mission to the Gentiles

Peter’s Vision

•For many Jews at that time, the 

impurity of those animals was 

equivalent to the impurity of 

the Gentiles. 



Mission to the Gentiles

Peter and Cornelius

•Right after the vision, the Spirit led Peter to Cornelius—a 

Roman centurion—who was “devout and God-fearing” 

(Acts 10:2).



Mission to the Gentiles

Peter and Cornelius

•After Cornelius’s household in Caesarea heard Peter’s 

presentation of the gospel, the Holy Spirit came upon 

them.  

•God was putting his seal of approval 

and welcoming on the Gentiles. 



Mission to the Gentiles

Peter and Cornelius

•Peter understood what God was doing. 

▪He said, “Surely no one can stand in the way of their being 

baptized with water.” —Acts 10:47 

•Later, Peter explained to Jewish believers in 

Jerusalem: 

▪“So then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that 

leads to life.” —Acts 11:18 



Mission to the Gentiles

Ministry in Antioch

• “For a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the 

church [in Antioch] and taught great numbers of people. 

The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.” —

Acts 11:26



Mission to the Gentiles

Herod’s Persecution of Christians

•Herod Agrippa, I had James, brother of John, executed. 

•Herod had Peter thrown in prison, but God sent an angel 

to rescue him. 



Mission to the Gentiles

Herod’s Persecution of Christians
▪“Then, as soon as it was day, there was no small stir among 

the soldiers about what had become of Peter. But when 
Herod had searched for him and not found him, he examined 
the guards and commanded that they should be put to death.” 
—Acts 12:18–19



Mission to the Gentiles

Herod’s Persecution of Christians

•When Herod declared himself a god, he was struck dead 

by God.

▪“Then immediately an angel of the Lord struck him, because 

he did not give glory to God. And he was eaten by worms and 

died.” —Acts 12:23



Mission to the Gentiles

Paul’s Mission

•At this point in the book of Acts, the story 

transitions to Paul’s (Saul’s) mission to spread 

the good news to the Gentiles. 



Mission to the Gentiles

Paul’s Mission

• “While they were worshiping the Lord 

and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart 

for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to 

which I have called them.’ So after they 

had fasted and prayed, they placed their 

hands on them and sent them off.” 

—Acts 13:2–3

Paul, the Apostle to 
the Gentiles



First Missionary Journey

Scripture

• Acts 13:1–14:28

Date

• AD 47–49

Travelers 

• Paul, Barnabas, John Mark

Main Route 

• Cyprus and Turkey (1,400 miles; 2,253 km)



First Missionary Journey

1. ANTIOCH OF SYRIA

The Holy Spirit sets apart 

Paul and Barnabas to be 

missionaries. John Mark 

goes along as their helper.



First Missionary Journey

2. CYPRUS

Paul confronts a sorcerer 

named Elymas and blinds 

him. (From this point on, 

the Bible calls him Paul 

instead of Saul.)



First Missionary Journey

3. PERGA

John Mark deserts the 

group and returns to 

Jerusalem.



First Missionary Journey

4. ANTIOCH OF PISIDIA

Paul preaches his longest 

recorded sermon, and many 

respond. Jewish leaders drive 

them out of the city. The 

Lord calls Paul to focus his 

ministry on Gentiles. The 

Gentiles are glad and many 

become believers. 



First Missionary Journey
5. ICONIUM

More plots force them to flee.



First Missionary Journey

6. LYSTRA

When Paul heals a lame 

man, the townspeople 

think he and Barnabas 

are Greek gods. Jews 

from Antioch stir up the 

crowd, and Paul is 

stoned and left for dead. 

But Paul survives and 

goes back into the city. 



First Missionary Journey

7. DERBE

Paul preaches and 

many disciples are 

added to the church. 



First Missionary Journey

8. RETURN TRIP

On their way back, 

Paul and Barnabas 

appoint elders in the 

churches they had 

planted. 



First Missionary Journey
9. ANTIOCH

Paul remains here for 

a while, reporting 

what God had done. 

(Possibly writes 

Galatians from here.) 



First Missionary Journey

10. JERUSALEM

In AD 49, Paul and Barnabas 

report to the leaders of the 

Jerusalem church. This 

meeting is known as the 

Jerusalem Council. 



Second Missionary Journey

Scripture Reference

•  Acts 15:36–18:22

Date

• AD 49–51

Travelers

• Paul, Silas, Timothy, Priscilla and Aquila, Luke

Main Route

• Syria, Turkey, Greece, Jerusalem (2,800 miles; 4,506 km)



Second Missionary Journey

1. ANTIOCH IN SYRIA

Paul and Barnabas decide to 

visit the churches again, but 

disagree about who should go 

with them. Barnabas takes 

John Mark with him to Cyprus. 

Paul takes Silas. 



Second Missionary Journey
2. SYRIA AND CILICIA

Paul and Silas take a letter 

from the Jerusalem church for 

the churches in this region.



Second Missionary Journey

3. DERBE, LYSTRA, ICONIUM

While visiting these churches, 

Timothy joins them.



Second Missionary Journey

4. TROAS

While in this 

seaport, Paul 

has a vision of 

a man from 

Macedonia 

calling him to 

come help 

them.



Second Missionary Journey

5. SAMOTHRACE, NEAPOLIS, PHILIPPI 

Lydia, a wealthy businesswoman, is 

converted in the Macedonian city of 

Philippi, and the group stays in her house. 

When a fortune-telling slave girl is 

converted, her owners start a riot, and Paul 

and Silas are thrown in jail. After an 

earthquake, Paul and Silas stay in their 

cells. The jailer is converted.



Second Missionary Journey

6. AMPHIPOLIS, 

APOLLONIA, 

THESSALONICA 

Jews in Thessalonica try 

to have Paul and Silas 

arrested after they gain 

some converts.



Second Missionary Journey

7. BREA

The people in the 

synagogue receive the 

message eagerly. 

Silas and Timothy stay 

here while Paul goes on.



Second Missionary Journey

8. ATHENS (MARS 

HILL/AREOPAGUS)

Paul sees an altar to an 

unknown god, and 

preaches to the thinkers 

of Athens. A number of 

them believe.



Second Missionary Journey

9. CORINTH

Paul meets Aquila and Priscilla, who 

join him. People try to get Paul 

arrested, but the authorities refuse. He 

writes 1 and 2 Thessalonians here. 



Second Missionary Journey

10. CENCHREAE

Paul gets his hair cut 

because he had taken a 

vow (Acts 18:18). No 

more details are given. 



Second Missionary Journey

11. EPHESUS

Paul leaves Priscilla 

and Aquila here.



Second Missionary Journey

12. CAESAREA, 

JERUSALEM, ANTIOCH 

After visiting these 

churches, Paul returns to 

his home base of 

Antioch.



Third Missionary Journey

Scripture Reference

• Acts 18:23–21:16

Dates

• AD 52–57

Travelers

• Paul, Timothy, Luke, others

Main Route

• Turkey, Greece, Lebanon, Israel (2,700 miles; 4,345 km)



Third Missionary Journey

1. GALATIA, PHRYGIA

Paul decides to visit the 

churches again. 



Third Missionary Journey

2. EPHESUS

Paul stays here two years. He 

writes 1 Corinthians. So 

many people convert that the 

silversmiths who 

manufacture idols start a riot. 



Third Missionary Journey

3. MACEDONIA, GREECE

Paul writes 2 Corinthians 

and Romans.



Third Missionary Journey

4. PHILIPPI, TROAS

While Paul is preaching, 

a young man falls from a 

third-story window, and 

dies. Paul revives him!



Third Missionary Journey

5. ASSOS, MITYLENE, 

SAMOS, MILETUS 

Elders from Ephesus meet the 

ship at Miletus; Paul tells 

them he expects to be 

imprisoned in Jerusalem. 



Third Missionary Journey

6. COS, RHODES, PATARA, TYRE

Disciples warn Paul not to go to 

Jerusalem. 



Third Missionary Journey

7. PTOLEMAIS, CAESAREA

A prophet predicts that Paul 

will be imprisoned and 

handed over to the Gentiles. 



Third Missionary Journey

8. JERUSALEM

The missionaries report to the church leaders, 

who urge Paul to participate in a purification 

ritual at the temple to counteract rumors that 

Christianity is anti-Jewish. 



Journey to Rome

Scripture Reference

• Acts 21:17–28:31

Date

• AD 57–62

Travelers

• Paul, Roman guards, Luke, others

Main Route

• Israel, Lebanon, Turkey, Crete, Malta, Sicily, Italy (2,250 miles; 3,621km)



Journey to Rome

1. JERUSALEM 

The Roman commander 

arrests Paul to save him 

from a Jewish mob. When 

the commander learns of a 

death threat against Paul, 

he orders an armed escort 

to take him to Caesarea. 



Journey to Rome

2. ANTIPATRIS, CAESAREA 

Paul is tried before Felix, the 

governor of Judea. Felix leaves 

Paul in prison for two years, and 

he is tried again before Festus, 

who was appointed governor 

after Felix. 



Journey to Rome

3. SIDON 

The centurion in charge of Paul lets 

him visit with friends here. Then Paul 

boarded a ship, and set sail for Italy.



Journey to Rome

4. MYRA, CRETE

Paul recommends 

that the ship stay 

in safe harbor, but 

the centurion 

orders the ship to 

sail on.



Journey to Rome

5. MALTA

After a two-week storm, 

the ship is wrecked near 

the island of Malta. 

Everyone on the ship 

makes it to shore after the 

shipwreck. While putting 

wood on a camp fire, Paul 

is bitten by a venomous 

snake, but it does not harm 

him. 



Journey to Rome

6. SYRACUSE, RHEGIUM, PUTEOLI

Paul stays with believers for seven 

days.



Journey to Rome

7. APPI FORUM, THREE TAVERNS

Paul is met by Christians from Rome. 



Journey to Rome

8. ROME

Paul remains under 

house arrest for two 

years, where he 

writes Ephesians, 

Colossians, 

Philemon, and 

Philippians.



The Book of Acts concludes . . . 

“For two whole years Paul stayed there in his 

own rented house and welcomed all who came 

to see him. He proclaimed the kingdom of God 

and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ—with 

all boldness and without hindrance!”

—Acts 28:30–31



Our History and Heritage

• The book of Acts is not simply ancient history. 

• It is our story, the story that informs who we are. 

• We are God’s people, called to be witnesses of what 

God did and continues to do in Jesus. 

“You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 

and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 

the ends of the earth.”

—Acts 1:8
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